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TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP MEETING TO REVIEW THE 

GUIDE TO THE CHILDREN ACT, CAP.59. 

 

OPENING REMARKS BY THE CHAIRPERSON, UGANDA LAW 

REFORM COMMISSION, DR. PAMELA TIBIHIKIRRA-

KALYEGIRA. 

 

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social 

Development, 

The Inspector General of Police, Police Headquarters, 

The Chief Registrar, High Court of Uganda, 

The Executive Director, National Children Authority, 

The Director Legislative Drafting/ First Parliamentary Counsel, 

The Senior Technical Advisor, Justice, Law and Order Sector (JLOS), 

The Ag. Secretary, Uganda Law Reform Commission, 

Staff of the Law Reform Commission, 

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

All protocol observed. 

 

It is my pleasure and privilege to welcome you to this meeting. The 

objective of this meeting is to review the Guide to the Children Act, 

Cap.59 which has been prepared by the Uganda Law Reform Commission. 

Background 

The Uganda Law Reform Commission is a constitutional body established 

by Article 248(1) of the Constitution of the Republic of Uganda and the 

Uganda Law Reform Commission Act, Cap. 25. 
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The Commission’s core mandate is to study and keep under constant 

review the laws of Uganda with a view to making recommendations for 

their systematic improvement, development, modernisation and reform; 

with particular emphasis on elimination of anomalies in the law, the repeal 

of obsolete an unnecessary laws and the simplification and translations of 

laws. (Section 10 of the Uganda Law Reform Act). The Guide to the 

Children Act, Cap. 59 is made to achieve the mandate of the Commission. 

Purpose of the Project 

Children are vulnerable members of our society and ought to be protected. 

The Republic of Uganda takes cognizance of this fact, and has ratified 

international Conventions that provide for the protection of children’s 

right for example the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. In addition, the 

Republic of Uganda has provided for the rights and protection of children 

in Article 34 of the Constitution, and enacted the Children Act Cap. 59 as 

amended in 2016. 

Therefore, in the FY. 2019/2020 the Justice Law and Order Sector 

requested the Commission to prepare a Guide to the Children Act, Cap. 

59, with the objective of providing an easy to comprehend document for 

the users of this law, and the Commission honored the request.  

The Commission embarked on this assignment and prepared a draft Guide 

to the Children Act.  However, due to the lockdown occasioned by the 

Covid-19 pandemic, this work was delayed. Subsequently after the 

lockdown, the Commission refocused its efforts to this activity, and 

produced a e draft Guide to the Children Act Cap. 59 which is before you 

for review.   

Expectations of this Technical Working Group Meeting. 

The Uganda Law Reform Commission expects to have a fruitful 

engagement with you, the key stakeholders in matters that govern children 

affairs. 
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In relation to the above, we expect to form a good working relations so as 

to prepare a Guide that is responsive to the needs of the users of this law. 

Therefore, the Commission welcomes comments for improving the draft 

Guide to the Children Act Cap, 59 . Your stay with us for the next two 

days is highly valued and appreciated. I once again thank you for honoring 

our invitation. 

 I thank the Uganda Government through the Justice Law and Order 

Sector for funding this activity which will enhance access to justice for the 

children and all the concerned players. I also thank the team at the 

Commission for the efforts put in to come up with the draft 

It is now with great pleasure and honor to, declare the workshop open and 

wish you fruitful deliberations. 

 

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY. 


